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    Like glittering glass orna-
ments on a Christmas tree, Act 
I of Seiskaya Ballet’s The Nut-
cracker opens with a sparkling 
swirl of children and adults greet-
ing Clara, Fritz and all of their 
young friends who fill the stage 
with joyous dances and excited 
anticipation for the presents to 
come.  In the midst of all this 
merrymaking, Clara’s adoring 
and mysterious Godfather, Herr 
Drosselmeyer, arrives with a co-
terie of magical mechanical toys.  
It was a pleasure to see Warren 
Camhi, a Seiskaya favorite, re-
turn in the role of the mischievous 
Drosselmeyer.  
    This production makes great 
use of the professional Staller 
Center stage at SUNY Stony 
Brook, with gorgeous lighting 
and imaginative set design, set-
ting it apart from other local 
productions.  The impeccable 
costume detailing of Karen Kra-
lik and her team is evident in 
every scene.  And then there are 
the dancers!   The Seiskaya Bal-
let Academy has a reputation for 
turning out extraordinary profes-
sional ballet dancers found in 
companies around the world, so 
the caliber of dancing for these 
performances is exceptional.   
    As Clara, the petite principal 
dancer Mariana DeMarco gives 
a vibrant portrayal, effortlessly 
leaping and turning across the 
stage, her extraordinary tech-
nique and dramatic range evident 
throughout.   I was especially 
thrilled with the partnering of 
Ms. DeMarco by featured soloist 
Ashton Hsu as Nutcracker.  This 
Seiskaya-trained Hsu has become 
one of the most elegant young 
male dancers of his generation 
and possesses great stage pres-
ence.
    Two dancers shine as Dros-
selmeyer’s mechanical toys.  
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Alexandra Palma thrilled the 
audience with a powerful series 
of split leaps and second posi-
tion turns as Chocolate Soldier, 
while Danielle Kistulinec as Doll 
charmingly showed off her long 
legs and arched feet in a series 
of high extensions and attitude 
turns, which she landed beauti-
fully.  The pretty young Sarah 
Sperduto shined in the role of 
Fritz.
    The classical Dance of the 
Snowflakes dreamily ends Act 
I.  Featured soloist Shana Gold-
berger in the role of Snow Queen 
demonstrated a sophisticated flair 
as she deftly danced through her 
ensemble of twirling and leaping 
snowflakes, leading Clara and 
Nutcracker through the enchant-
ed forest.  Kudos to the entire 

corps de ballet for delivering such 
a cohesive performance in a very 
technically demanding piece.
    Act II opens on the Land of 
Sweets, with tiny angels floating 
through clouds under the guid-
ance of principal dancer Alexis 
Lucena as the Sugar Plum Fairy.  
What follows are a series 
of small dances – Span-
ish, Arabian, Chinese, 
Trepak, Bo Peep, 
Polichinelles – 
all really color-
ful and fun to 
watch.  The 
final ensem-
ble piece is 
t h e  i c o n i c 
Waltz of the 
Flowers, led 
by principal 
dancer Kar-
i s sa  Kra l ik 
as Dew Drop.  
Ms. Kralik is a 
technically bril-
l iant  performer 
with a gift for musical 
phrasing and conveying 
the emotional content of a 
role.   The lovely and graceful 
soloist Isabelle Stark personified 
the delicate quality of this dance 
exhibited by the entire corps de 
ballet.
   Of course, the highlight of the 
ballet is the dramatic Sugar Plum 
Fairy pas de deux.  Ms. Lucena 

Smithtown’s Mariana DeMarco as Clara was enchanting.

Alexis Lucena and Pavel Gurev-
ich were perfectly matched in 
the Sugar Plum pas de deux.

as Sugar Plum is that rare dancer 
who can balance the extraordi-
nary strength, musicality, and 
expression demanded of this role.  
She is an absolutely dazzling per-
former.   

Re-
n o w n e d 
Boston Ballet guest artist Pavel 
Gurevich as Cavalier was a pow-
erful partner for Ms. Lucena, the 
overall effect being a glittering 
finale to Act II.  
    You have one more weekend to 
see this exhilarating holiday the-
atrical spectacle.  Don’t miss it!  
The last four performances are at 
Stony Brook University’s Staller 
Center for the Arts on Saturday, 
December 20 and Sunday the 
21st.  Call the Staller Center Box 
Office for information and tickets 
at 631-632-ARTS or 632-7230 or 
online at www.nutcrackerballet.
com.
     Michelle Isabelle-Stark is a 
frequent contributor on the arts 
to a number of publications.
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